REMARKS 
35 U.S.C. § 102. Claim Rejections. 

3. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
5 Harris (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0059204 A1). 

4-10. In regard to Claim 1, the Office Action states that "Harris teaches a 
process, comprising the steps of: 

storing a set of search parameters specified by a user (storing log files 

10 of received query information, customized search queries, generated search 
results, etc., in a dictionary 18 selected by initiating device)(Harris, 
paragraphs [0055 and 0062]); and 

integrating selected ones of the stored search parameters into a 
search query based upon a subject matter of the search query (the query 

15 translator 34 can utilize the specified dictionary 18 including one or more of 
relevant content and/or values from a data source 20, configuration settings, 
profiles according to users and/or groups of users, business rules, 
terminology definitions or specifications, synonyms, a language translator, a 
natural language processor, etc., and query information to generate a 

20 customized search query)(Harris, paragraphs [0059, 0062-0063 and 0069])." 

Applicant disagrees that Claim 1 is anticipated by Harris. Applicant reserves 
the right to present the same or similar claims in a related Application. For 
sake of convenience in prosecution, Applicant has amended Claim 1, as 
25 discussed below, to particularly point out and distinctly claim some of the 
preferred embodiments of the invention. 

Harris describes a "distributed search system and method" seen at least in 
the abstract, wherein: 

30 

"A method and system for providing distributing a query to devices on a 
communications network, such as servers on the internet, using an 
application that can survey a subscriber's server that can include text 
documents and databases, and use the formatting information and 
35 data from the survey to create at least one dictionary customized to the 
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subscriber's data sources. A user seeking information can initiate a 
search or query from an initiating device using keywords, natural 
language terms, connectors, expressions, etc., and the query can be 
transmitted to various subscriber customized dictionaries. The 
5 customized dictionaries can customize the query based on respective 

subscriber databases and text documents, text search engines, etc., to 
produce an customized query result. The query results can be filtered 
and integrated for presentation to the initiating device. Search results 
can be customized using user preference or profile information." 

10 

Applicant has amended independent Claim 1, to claim a process, comprising 
the steps of: 

soliciting from a user a set of one or more search parameters specified 
by the user; 

15 associatively storing the set of solicited search parameters specified by 

the user for at least one future search; 

receiving a search query from the user; 

determining the subject matter of the search query; 

selecting one or more of the associatively stored solicited search 
20 parameters based upon any of applicability and validity of the associatively 
stored solicited search parameters with the determined subject matter of the 
received search query; and 

integrating the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 
search parameters with the search query. 

25 

Support is seen in the Application as filed, at least on page 23, line 23 to 
page 29, line 14, in Claims 1-33; and in Figures 12-16. 

While Harris describes that "search results can be customized using user 
30 preference or profile information", as seen at least in the abstract, Harris does 
not disclose a process which, inter alia, comprises the steps of: 

associatively storing a set of solicited search parameters specified by 
the user for at least one future search; 

receiving a search query from the user; 
35 determining the subject matter of the search query; 
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selecting one or more of the associatively stored solicited search 
parameters based upon any of applicability and validity of the associatively 
stored solicited search parameters with the determined subject matter of the 
received search query; and 
5 integrating the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 

search parameters with the search query. 

Applicant therefore submits that independent Claim 1, as amended, 
overcomes the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being unpatentable over 
10 Harris. 

The Examiner bears the burden of establishing a prima facie case of 
anticipation (In re King, 801 F.2d 1324, 1327, 231 USPQ 136, 138-139 (Fed. 
Cir. 1986)). The prior art reference must disclose each element of the 

15 claimed invention, as correctly interpreted, and as arranged in the claim 
(Lindermann Maschinefabrik Gmbh v. American Hoist & Derrick Co., 730 F.2d 
1452, 221 USPQ 481, 485 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). A claim is anticipated only if 
each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or 
inherently described, in a single prior art reference. The identical invention 

20 must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in the claim (MPEP 
2131). 

As dependent claims 2-11, as and new claims 40-45 as discussed below, 
depend from amended independent Claim 1, and inherently contain all the 
25 limitations of the claims they depend from, they are seen to be patentable as 
well. 

11-13. In regard to Claim 12, the Office Action states that "Harris teaches a 
process, comprising the steps of: 

30 receiving at least one search parameter specified by a user (receiving 

the dictionary selection and/or the list of subscriber servers with the initial 
query information)(Harris, paragraphs [0040 and 0062-0063]); 

receiving a search query from the user (the query information "How far 
is bank XXX from home" initially submitted by the user)(Harris, paragraph 

35 [0069]); 
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determining the subject matter of the search query (i.e. parsing the 
received information, performing context analysis, etc.)(Harris, paragraphs 
[0046 and 0069]); 

selecting one or more user-specified search parameters based on the 
5 determined subject matter (selecting data pertinent to the user 'home" and 
data related to another sensor or entity such as a mapping program or 
distance calculator, selecting synonyms or phonetic equivalents, etc.)(Harris, 
paragraphs [0046 and 0069]); and 

integrating the selected search parameters with the search query (the 
10 query translator 34 can utilize the specified dictionary 18 including one or 
more of relevant content and/or values from a data source 20, configuration 
settings, profiles according to users and/or groups of users, business riles, 
terminology definitions or specifications, synonyms, a language translator, a 
natural language processor, etc., and query information to generate a 
15 customized search or query)(Harris, paragraphs [0059, 0062-0063 and 
0069])." 

In regard to Claim 23, the Office Action states that "Claims 23-33 are 
corresponding claims of process claims 12-22; therefore, they are rejected 
20 under the same rationale." 

Applicant disagrees that Claim 12 and Claim 23 are anticipated by Harris. 
Applicant reserves the right to present the same or similar claims in a related 
Application. For sake of convenience in prosecution, Applicant has amended 
25 Claim 12 and Claim 23, as discussed below, to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim some of the preferred embodiments of the invention. 

Applicant has amended independent Claim 12, to claim a process, comprising 
the steps of: 

30 soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search parameter; 

associating the solicited user-specified search parameters with the 

user; 

storing the associated solicited user-specified search parameters for 
use in at least one future search; 
35 receiving a search query from the user; 

determining the subject matter of the received search query; 

selecting one or more of the stored associated solicited user-specified 
search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of the stored 
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associated solicited user-specified search parameters with the determined 
subject matter of the received search query; and 

integrating the selected stored associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters with a search based on the received search query. 

5 

Applicant has amended independent Claim 23, to claim a system, comprising: 
means for soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search 
parameter; 

means for associating solicited user-specified search parameters with 
10 the user; 

means for storing the associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters for use in at least one future search; 

an initial search query received from the user; 

a determination of subject matter of the search query; 
15 means for selection of one or more of the stored associated solicited 

user-specified search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of 
the stored associated solicited search parameters with the determined subject 
matter of the received search query; and 

means for integrating the selected stored associated solicited user- 
20 specified search parameters with a search based on the received search 
query. 

Support is seen in the Application as filed, at least on page 23, line 23 to 
page 29, line 14, in Claims 1-33; and in Figures 12-16. 

25 

In regard to Claim 12 as amended, while Harris describes that "search results 
can be customized using user preference or profile information", as seen at 
least in the abstract, Harris does not disclose a process that, inter alia, 
comprises the steps of: 
30 associating solicited user-specified search parameters with the user; 

storing the associated solicited user-specified search parameters for 
use in at least one future search; 

receiving a search query from the user; 

determining the subject matter of the received search query; 
35 selecting one or more of the stored associated solicited user-specified 

search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of the stored 
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associated solicited user-specified search parameters with the determined 
subject matter of the received search query; and 

integrating the selected stored associated solicited user-specified 
search parameters with a search based on the received search query. 

5 

Applicant therefore submits that independent Claim 12, as amended, 
overcomes the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being unpatentable over 
Harris. 

10 In regard to Claim 23 as amended, while Harris describes that "search results 
can be customized using user preference or profile information", as seen at 
least in the abstract, Harris does not disclose a system that, inter alia, 
comprises: 

means for associating solicited user-specified search parameters with 
15 the user; 

means for storing the associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters for use in at least one future search; 

an initial search query received from the user; 

a determination of subject matter of the search query; 
20 means for selection of one or more of the stored associated solicited 

user-specified search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of 
the stored associated solicited search parameters with the determined subject 
matter of the received search query; and 

means for integrating the selected stored associated solicited user- 
25 specified search parameters with a search based on the received search 
query. 

Applicant therefore submits that independent Claim 23, as amended, 
overcomes the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being unpatentable over 
30 Harris. 

The Examiner bears the burden of establishing a prima facie case of 
anticipation (In re King, 801 F.2d 1324, 1327, 231 USPQ 136, 138-139 (Fed. 
Cir. 1986)). The prior art reference must disclose each element of the 
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claimed invention, as correctly interpreted, and as arranged in the claim 
(Lindermann Maschinefabrik Gmbh v. American Hoist & Derrick Co., 730 F.2d 
1452, 221 USPQ 481, 485 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). A claim is anticipated only if 
each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or 
5 inherently described, in a single prior art reference. The identical invention 
must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in the claim (MPEP 
2131). 

As dependent claims 13-22, and new claims 46-51 as discussed below, 
10 depend from amended independent Claim 12, and as dependent claims 24- 
33, and new claims 34-39 as discussed below, depend from amended 
independent Claim 23, and inherently contain all the limitations of the claims 
they depend from, they are seen to be patentable as well. 
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Other Amendments. 

Applicant has amended Figure 2 and Figure 3, to correct minor errors. 
Applicant has amended the Specification, to correct minor grammatical errors. 
Applicant has amended Claims 11, 22 and 33, to provide proper antecedent 
5 terminology. 

Applicant has added dependent Claims 34-51, to more particularly point out 
and distinctly claim preferred embodiments of the claimed invention. Support 
for Claims 34, 40 and 46 is seen in the Application as filed, at least on page 

10 26, line 29 to page 27, line 15. Support for Claims 35, 41 and 47 is seen in 
the Application as filed, at least on page 26, lines 33-37. Support for Claims 
36, 37, 42, 43, 48 and 49 is seen in the Application as filed, at least on page 
26, lines 9-14 and 22-27, and in Figure 15. Support for Claims 38, 44 and 50 
is seen in the Application as filed, at least on page 27, lines 1-4, and in Figure 

15 15. Support for Claims 39, 45 and 51 is seen in the Application as filed, at 
least on page 23, line 23 to page 29, line 14, and in Figures 1, and in Figures 
1-7 and 15. 



CONCLUSION 



For the foregoing reasons, the claims in the present application are 
5 patentably distinguished over the cited references. Applicant also submits 
that the amendments do not introduce new matter into the Application. 
Based on the foregoing, Applicant considers the invention to be in condition 
for allowance. Applicant earnestly solicits the Examiner's withdrawal of the 
rejections set forth in the prior Office Action, such that a Notice of Allowance 
10 is forwarded to Applicant, and the present application is therefore allowed to 
issue as a United States Patent. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



15 




Michael A. Glenn 
Reg. No. 30,176 
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Customer No. 22862 



Amendments to the Drawings 



In Figure 2, please replace the reference character "22a" with "22b", as 
shown on the replacement sheet. 

In Figure 3, please replace the text legend "Delivery or Enhanced Results" 
associated with reference character 41 with ""Delivery of Enhanced Results"", 
as shown on the replacement sheet. 
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Amendments to the Specification 

In page 24, lines 30-33 of the Application, please replace the paragraph with 
the following paragraph, as amended: 

5 

Figure 13 is a schematic diagram 160 of aft a user-specified search 
parameter 148 and subject validities, i.e. rankings 170. A search parameter 
148 typically comprises a parameter value 166 entered by a user USR, such 
as within a parameter value entry window 164 within a user interface 142 
10 (FIG. 12). 

In page 25, lines 8-13 of the Application, please replace the paragraph with 
the following paragraph, as amended: 

15 Based upon the determined subject matter 168 of a search query 13, a user 
specified parameter 148 having a rank i ngs ranking 170 which is determined 
to be applicable to the search may either be used in conjunction with primary 
search terms, i.e. to further limit search results, or may be used to sort the 
results of a query based upon primary search criteria, wherein the sort is 

20 based upon the applicability ranking 170 of one or more generalized search 
parameters 148. 
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Status of the Claims 



1. (Currently Amended) A process, comprising the steps of: 

soliciting from a user a set of one or more search parameters specified 
5 by the user; 

associativelv storing a the set of solicited search parameters specified 
by a the user for at least one future search ; 

receiving a search query from the user; 

determining the subject matter of the search query; 
10 selecting one or more of the associativelv stored solicited search 

parameters based upon any of applicability and validity of the associativelv 
stored solicited search parameters with the determined subject matter of the 
received search query; and 

integrating the selected ones of the associativelv stored solicited 
1 5 search parameters i nto a with the search query bas e d upon subj e ct matt e r of 
th e s e arch qu e ry . 

2. (Original) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

returning results of the search query to the user. 

20 

3. (Original) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

sending results of the search query to a recipient. 

4. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is selected by the 
25 user. 

5. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is determined 
based on the results of the search query. 

30 6. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is determined 
based on information input by the user. 

7. (Original) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
receiving information from a recipient; and 
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selectively sending results of the search query to the recipient based 
upon any of the received information from the recipient and a selection of the 
recipient by the user. 

5 8. (Original) The process of Claim 7, wherein the received information 
comprises an interest in the results of the search query by the recipient. 

9. (Original) The process of Claim 1, wherein the subject matter is explicitly 
indicated by the user. 

10 

10. (Original) The process of Claim 1, wherein the subject matter is 
inferentially determined based upon user input. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1 , wherein the user-specified 
15 search parameters comprise a selectable applicability based upon subject 

matter, further comprising the step of: 

determining the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 
search parameters based upon the selectable applicability. 

20 12. (Currently Amended) A process, comprising the steps of: 

soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search parameter: 
rec ei v i ng at le ast on e s e arch param e t e r sp e cified by a us e r; 
associating the solicited user-specified search parameters with the 

user: 

25 storing the associated solicited user-specified search parameters for 

use in at least one future search: 

receiving a search query from the user; 

determining the subject matter of the received search query; 

selecting one or more of the stored associated solicited user-specified 
30 search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of the stored 
associated solicited user-specified search parameters with the determined 
subject matter of the received search guerv : and 

integrating the selected stored associated solicited user-specified 
search parameters with a search based on the received search query. 

35 

13. (Original) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the step of: 

returning results of the search query to the user. 

14. (Original) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the step of: 

14 



sending results of the search query to a recipient. 

15. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is selected by 
the user. 

5 

16. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is determined 
based on the results of the search query. 

17. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is determined 
10 based on information input by the user. 

18. (Original) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending results of the search query to the recipient based 
15 upon any of the received information from the recipient and a selection of the 
recipient by the user. 

19. (Original) The process of Claim 18, wherein the received information 
comprises an interest in the results of the search query by the recipient. 

20 

20. (Original) The process of Claim 12, wherein the subject matter is 
explicitly indicated by the user. 

21. (Original) The process of Claim 12, wherein the subject matter is 
25 inferentially determined based upon user input. 

22. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 12, wherein the user- 
specified search parameters comprise a selectable applicability based upon 
subject matter, and further comprising the step of: 

30 determining the selected ones of the stored associated solicited user- 

specified search parameters based upon the selectable applicability. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search 
parameter sp e cifi e d by a us e r ; 

means for associating solicited user-specified search parameters with 
5 the user; 

means for storing the associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters for use in at least one future search; 

an initial search query received from the user; 

a determination of subject matter of the search query; 
10 means for selection of one or more of the stored associated solicited 

user-specified search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of 
the stored associated solicited search parameters with the determined subject 
matter of the received search guerv ; and 

means for integrating th e init i a l se arc h qu e ry w i th the selected stored 
15 associated solicited user-specified search parameters with a search based on 
the received search guerv . 

24. (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein results of the integrated 
search query are sent to the user. 

20 

25. (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein results of the integrated 
search query are sent to a recipient. 

26. (Original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is selectable by 
25 the user. 

27. (Original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is based on the 
results. 

30 28. (Original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is based on 
information input by the user. 
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29. (Original) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

information received from a recipient; and 

a selective transmission of the results of the integrated search query to 
the recipient based upon any of the received information and a selection of 
5 the recipient by the user. 

30. (Original) The system of Claim 29, wherein the received information 
comprises an interest in the enhanced results. 

10 31. (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein the determination of the 
subject matter is explicitly indicated by the user. 

32. (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein the determination of the 
subject matter is inferentially determined based upon user input. 

15 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 23, wherein the stored 
associated solicited user-specified search parameters comprise a selectable 
applicability based upon subject matter, and wherein the means for selection 
is based upon the selectable applicability. 

20 

34. (New) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is any of a selected 
peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any of a person or 
entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of people 
associated with the user. 

25 

35. (New) The system of Claim 34, wherein the network of people comprises 
any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

36. (New) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

30 means for soliciting the user to provide at least one additional 

parameter after receipt of the query at the time of the search. 

37. (New) The system of Claim 36, wherein the solicited additional 
parameter is a missing parameter. 

35 
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38. (New) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

means for receiving at least one source selection from the user; 

and 

means for modifying the search query based upon information 
5 from the selected source. 

39. (New) The system of Claim 23, wherein the step of integrating the 
selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters with the search query comprises any of an inclusion of the 

10 selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters with the search query, a refinement of a search result using the 
selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified parameters, 
and a sorting of a search result using the selected ones of the stored 
associated solicited user-specified search parameters. 

15 

40. (New) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is any of a selected 
peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any of a person or 
entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of people 
associated with the user. 

20 

41. (New) The process of Claim 40, wherein the network of people 
comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

42. (New) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

25 soliciting the user to provide at least one parameter after receipt of the 

query at the time of the search. 

43. (New) The process of Claim 42, wherein the solicited parameter is a 
missing parameter. 

30 

44. (New) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one source selection from the user; and 
modifying the search query based upon information from the 
selected source. 

35 
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45. (New) The process of Claim 1, wherein the step of integrating the 
selected ones of the associatively stored solicited search parameters with the 
search query comprises any of an inclusion of the selected ones of the 
associatively stored solicited search parameters with the search query, a 

5 refinement of a search result using the selected ones of the associatively 
stored solicited search parameters, and a sorting of a search result using the 
selected ones of the associatively stored solicited search parameters. 

46. (New) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is any of a 
10 selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any of a 

person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user. 

47. (New) The process of Claim 46, wherein the network of people 
1 5 comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

48. (New) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

soliciting the user to provide at least one parameter after receipt of the 
query at the time of the search. 

20 

49. (New) The process of Claim 48, wherein the solicited parameter is a 
missing parameter. 

50. (New) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

25 receiving at least one source selection from the user; and 

modifying the search query based upon information from the 
selected source. 

51. (New) The process of Claim 12, wherein the step of integrating the 
30 selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 

parameters with the search query comprises any of an inclusion of the 
selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters with the search query, a refinement of a search result using the 
selected ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 
35 parameters, and a sorting of a search result using the selected ones of the 
stored associated solicited user-specified search parameters. 

19 



